Self-Ordering
However, the attribution of phases to a writer's career depends upon the question one asks. If one asks about autonomy, rather than about pious religiosity, then Moritz's works distribute rather differently. On the basis of Hollmer's and Meier's periodization, one could be tempted to view the Unterhaltungen as a text of heteronomy and the Kinderlogik as a text of autonomy. That is, one could regard Moritz as having been influenced in his early thinking by Basedow and other Philanthropists, but throwing off that influence in his mature pedagogy.
7 True though this be, a shift from heteronomy to autonomy is observable not only between the writing of the Unterhaltungen and of the Kinderlogik, but also within each of these texts. Certainly, the earlier text demonstrates greater emphasis on submission to another's law, while the later one devotes more attention to the construction of one's own rules, but both texts aim to represent the emergence of autonomy out of heteronomy. To understand the texts only as markers of stages in Moritz's career is to reduce the complexity of these texts and of Moritz's thinking. I argue that, in both texts, Moritz embraces the complexity that comes with answering the question: how does autonomy emerge?
Paradoxically, autonomy seems to arise out of heteronomy. In the Unterhaltungen, for example, Moritz attempts both to have children fit into socially determined roles and to foster children's autonomy. In the Kinderlogik as well, Moritz describes the emergence of self-ordering from the order and orders of others. Henry Arnim Polster correctly notes that the Kinderlogik aims "to stimulate autonomy and critical reflection, … to stimulate intellectual self-reliance," and "to stimulate a development from within [vs. external authority]".
8 But in omitting to ask who stimulates and how, Polster ignores 6 Moritz's pedagogical thought is expressed not only in the four books he wrote for children, but also in those texts where he wrote about children and their education. 
